Hodgkin's disease rarely involves the conjunctiva.' However, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma of the conjunctiva is not uncommon." There have been several reports in recent years describing patients with Hodgkin's disease who later developed a separate non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.'s There has been some suggestion that the separate lymphoma may be related to chemotherapy or radiation therapy for the Hodgkin's disease."'4 It is also possible that newer diagnostic techniques permit the diagnosis of nonHodgkin's lymphoma in lesions previously interpreted as Hodgkin's disease.
We report the clinical and histopathological findings in a 64-year-old woman with treated Hodgkin's disease who presented with a conjunctival malignant lymphoma. Immunohistochemical analysis and cell flow cytometry were used to characterize the conjunctival lymphoma.
Case report
A 64-year-old white woman was examined for irritation of her right eye which had been present for approximately one week. Examination showed her best corrected visual acuity to be 20/20 in each eye. Pupillary and ocular motility testing were normal. (Fig. 3) . Rare lacunar cells were present, but there was no evidence of lamellar fibrosis. The Reed-Sternberg cells and variants were strongly positive for Leu-Ml. The findings were diagnostic of Hodgkin's disease, mixed cell type.
The conjunctival specimen consisted of mucosa and underlying soft tissue, infiltrated by a dense population of small cleaved and large cleaved and non-cleaved lymphocytes (Figs. 4A, B Patients with Hodgkin's disease may have defects in their immune surveillance system which predisposes them to second malignancies. A combination of these explanations may be a factor in the relatively recent descriptions.
It is important for the ophthalmologist and the pathologist to recognise the possibility of nonHodgkin's lymphoma occurring in the conjunctiva of patients with previous Hodgkin's disease, as these malignancies require different treatment.
